WE WELCOME all who gather with us around the Altar and
Pulpit to hear the Word of God.
IF YOU ARE VISITING this morning, we are happy that you
could join us today. Please sign onr guest book in the narthex.
IF YOU DESIRE TO COMMUNE, please speak to the pastor
= before the service. Our altar is open to those who confess
oneness with us in doctrine and are members in good
standing of our congregation or sister congregations of the
Lutheran Church—Missouri Svnod.
YOUNG CHILDREN are always welcome in our service. Jesus said, “Les the /ittle
children come to me...” Activity bags are available in the narthex.
NEED ASSISTANCE with anything? Please speak to the pastor or the usher.
RESTROOMS are available in the back of the church or in the education wing.

We pray that you feel welcome in onr congregation, that you are blessed

by the service, and that you will come again.

SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
September 20, 2026
Greeters — Jerry & Betty Payne
Elder — Chris Neumann; Usher — Howard Mitchell
Altar Guild — Hayley Buchholzy Jr. Altar Guild — Greta Marks
Cantor — Jeff Ourada; Acolyte — Kai Reysen
Organist — Mrs. Terry Ourada
Pastor — Rewv. Paul W. Marks
The flowers in church today are given by Jeff & June Michaels in celebration of their
619 wedding anniversary. May God bless them with many more years together.

Disciples Live in Their Vocations by Grace
through Faith in Christ

Those who are sent as “laborers for his vineyard” (Matt. 20:1) depict the wide diversity
of vocations to which the disciples of Christ Jesus are called. Whatever our particular
stations in life may be, we are called to live and serve by faith in His promises. Our
labors do not merit anything before Him, for He is already generous to one and all
without partiality. In mercy, He has chosen to bear “the burden of the day and the
scorching heat” on our behalf, to make us equal to Himself and to give us what belongs
to Him, that is, the kingdom of heaven (Matt. 20:12—15). This way of the Lord is
foolishness to the world and foreign to our thoughts, but He draws near, so that “he
may be found” (Is. 55:0), “have compassion” and “abundantly pardon” (Is. 55:7). So it
is that we are found in Christ Jesus, and He is honored in our bodies, “whether by life
ot by death” (Phil. 1:20), by “fruitful labor” (Phil. 1:22) or by suffering. It is by faith in
His forgiveness that our works are “worthy of the gospel” (Phil. 1:27).

The Family Altar

OVerse of the Week — Matthew 21:28-29 “A man had two sons. And he went to the first and
said, Son, go and work in the vineyard today.” And he answered, T will not,” but afterward be changed his
mind and went.”

@®Hymn of the Week — LSB #655 — “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word”

O Collect of the Week — Almighty God, You exalted Your Son to the place of all honor and
anthority. Enlighten our minds by Your Holy Spirit that, confessing Jesus as Lord, we may be led into all
truth; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

ODaily Bible Readings — M: Deut. 1:1-18; Matz. 5:1-20 Tt Deut. 1:19-36; Matt. 5:21-48
W: Dent. 1:37—2:15; Matt. 6:1-15 Th: Dent. 2:16-37; Matt. 6:16-34 F: Deut. 3:1-29;

Matt. 7:1-12 Sat: Deut. 4:1-20; Mart. 7:13-29 Sun: Deut. 4:21-40; Matt. 8:1-17

OPreparing for Next Sunday — Lessons for Pentecost 18 (September 27):

Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32; Philippians 2:1-18; Matthew 21:23-27; Psalm 25:1-10

Il’ltr o1t (sung responsively after confession & absolution) Psalm 116:12-13, 15-16; antiphon: v. 17
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I will offer to you the sacrifice of thanks- | giving 4

and call on the name | of the Lord.
What shall I render | to the Lord
for all his bene- | fits to me?
1 will lift up the cup of sal- | vation
and call on the name | of the Lord.
Precious in the sight | of the Lord
is the death | of his saints.
O Lotd, I am your | servant;
I am your servant, the son of your maidservant. You have | loosed my bonds.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
I will offer to you the sacrifice of thanks- | giving
and call on the name | of the Lord.

Collect (spoken by pastor)

Lord God, heavenly Father, since we cannot stand before You relying on anything
we have done, help us trust in Your abiding grace and live according to Your
Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Gradual (sung responsively) Psalm 34:9, 19, alt.

Fear the Lotd, | you his saints, 4
for those who fear him lack | nothing]

Many are the afflictions of the | righteous,
but the Lord delivers him out | of them all.

ORDER OF SERVICE

Lutheran Service Book
Divine Service-Setting Three
page 184 and following

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Hymn of Invocation .......ccccuvuueee. #555
st. 1-5
Confession and Absolution ........ p. 184

SERVICE OF THE WORD

W INLEOI oo see left
Kyrie & Glortia ........cccueveunnee. p. 186-187
Salutation & Collect.......cceeuenenee. p. 189

Isaiah 55:6-9
The Compassion of the Lord

A Gradual ..o, see left
Philippians 1:12-14, 19-30

To Live Is Christ
Alleltia. ..o, p. 190

Matthew 20:1-16
Laborers in the 1Vineyard

Nicene Creed....covneevccrernenenn. p. 191
Hymn of the Day.....ccocccveernencene. #555
st. 6-10
Sermon—~Generosity That Feels
Offensive
Offertory e p. 192
Offering

Prayer of the Church
SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

Communion Liturgy ............ p. 194-198
Distribution ....ccevveverecececrererennenen. p. 199
Please see commmnion statement above
Distribution Hymns .....c..ccveeeeee. #618
.......................................................... #781
.......................................................... #853
Nunc DImittis ....cooovververerenrunenen. p. 199
Thanksgiving.......ccccevecuvineennnaes p. 200
ColleCt v, p. 201
Salutation & Benedicamus........... p. 201
Benediction......cccoceeviciniciniinns p. 202

Hymn to Depatt ...c.occvcericrncenneen. #651



Today’s Scripture Readings

OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 55:6-9
6“Seek the LORD while he may be found;

call upon him while he is near;
7let the wicked forsake his way,

and the unrighteous man his thoughts;
let him return to the LORD, that he may have
compassion on him,

and to our God, for he will abundantly
pardon.
8For my thoughts are not your thoughts,

neither are your ways my ways, declares the
LORD.
9For as the heavens are higher than the earth,

so are my ways higher than your ways

and my thoughts than your thoughts.”

EPISTLE Philippians 1:12—14, 19-30

12] want you to know, brothers, that what has
happened to me has really served to advance the
gospel, 13so that it has become known throughout
the whole imperial guard and to all the rest that my
imprisonment is for Christ. *And most of the
brothers, having become confident in the Lord by
my imprisonment, are much more bold to speak
the word without fear. . . .

for I know that through your prayers and the
help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ this will turn out
for my deliverance, 20as it is my eaget expectation
and hope that I will not be at all ashamed, but that
with full courage now as always Christ will be
honored in my body, whether by life or by death.
2For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 22If I
am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for
me. Yet which I shall choose I cannot tell. 22I am
hard pressed between the two. My desire is to
depart and be with Christ, for that is far better.
2But to remain in the flesh is more necessary on
your account. 2>Convinced of this, I know that I
will remain and continue with you all, for your
progress and joy in the faith, 26so that in me you
may have ample cause to glory in Christ Jesus,
because of my coming to you again.

20nly let your manner of life be worthy of
the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and
see you or am absent, I may hear of you that you
are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind
striving side by side for the faith of the gospel,
28and not frightened in anything by your
opponents. This is a clear sign to them of their
destruction, but of your salvation, and that from
God. #For it has been granted to you that for the

sake of Christ you should not only believe in him
but also suffer for his sake, 3%engaged in the same
conflict that you saw I had and now hear that I
still have.

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 20:1-16

1[Jesus said:] “The kingdom of heaven is like a
master of a house who went out early in the
morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2After
agreeing with the laborers for a denarius a day, he
sent them into his vineyard. 3And going out about
the third hour he saw others standing idle in the
marketplace, 4and to them he said, “You go into the
vineyard too, and whatever is right I will give you.”
5So they went. Going out again about the sixth hour
and the ninth hour, he did the same. °And about the
eleventh hour he went out and found others
standing. And he said to them, “‘Why do you stand
here idle all day?’ 7They said to him, ‘Because no one
has hired us.” He said to them, “You go into the
vineyard too.” 8And when evening came, the owner
of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the laborers
and pay them their wages, beginning with the last, up
to the first.” YAnd when those hired about the
eleventh hour came, each of them received a
denarius. ''’Now when those hired first came, they
thought they would receive more, but each of them
also received a denarius. '"And on receiving it they
grumbled at the master of the house, %saying, ‘These
last worked only one hour, and you have made them
equal to us who have borne the burden of the day
and the scorching heat.” 13But he replied to one of
them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong. Did you
not agree with me for a denarius? ¥Take what
belongs to you and go. I choose to give to this last
worker as I give to you. 1>Am I not allowed to do
what I choose with what belongs to me? Or do you
begrudge my generosity?’ 19So the last will be first,
and the first last.”

Seripture Quotations are from the Holy Bible,
English Standard 1 ersion®.

In Our Prayers this Week—
oSeptember mission of the month, St. John
Lutheran School, Sherman Center.
e Peace among nations and safety for all in
harm’s way.
o The victims and families of all violence
and disaster throughout the world.
® Donna Boedel, recovering at Rocky Knoll.
o Jan Kiug, recovering from surgery.
o Jan Koepke, receiving treatment for
cancer.
eEloda Krunmwiede, grandmother of
Naomi Marks, recovering from surgery.
oLinda Luft, sister of Mark Mathe, for
comfort and healing.
eBrady Laib, brother-in-law of Aaron
Buchholz, recovering from surgery.
oL iam Reznik, grandson of Dave &
Roxanne Taylor, continuing health issues.
oSherri Knorr, friend of Emmannel
members, health concerns.
o All excpectant mothers, including Hayley.
o All who are battling cancer:
- Jessica Dolezal
- Norm Taylor
- Jan Klug
- Jan Kopeke
- Debi Verbage, daughter of Ruth
McKenna
- Dylan Martin, nephew of Chris and
Mandy Nenmann
- Jayne Cotter
- Rev. Brad Birtell, brother of Amy
Assmann
- Gloria, friend of Chris Born
- Connie Kilb, friend of Lori Cline
Please also keep in prayer
—our Seminarian Andrew Harrill;
—Rev. Nathan Meador, our district
president;
—Matthew Harrison, synod president;
—the members, officers and organizations
of Emmannel;
—our circuit congregation, St. Jobn in
Phymouth and Revs. John Schultz &
Andrew Thompson,
—our Missionary Rev. Tyler McMiller

and bis family in Italy and Southern
Europe; and

SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY
AFTER PENTECOST
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“So the last will be first, and the first last.”
Matthew 20:16

EMMANUEL
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