
 

YOUNG CHILDREN are always welcome in our service. Jesus said, “Let the little 
children come to me…” Activity bags are available in the narthex. 
NEED ASSISTANCE with anything? Please speak to the pastor or the usher. 
RESTROOMS are available in the back of the church or in the education wing. 

We pray that you feel welcome in our congregation, that you are blessed 
service, and that you will come again. 

Introit (sung responsively after confession & absolution)  Psalm 92:1-4; antiphon: v. 5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How great are your works, | O LORD! 
Your thoughts are | very deep! 

It is good to give thanks | to the LORD, 
to sing praises to your name, | O Most High; 

to declare your steadfast love in the | morning, 
and your faithful- | ness by night, 

to the music of the lute | and the harp, 
to the melody | of the lyre. 

For you, O LORD, have made me glad | by your work; 
at the works of your hands I | sing for joy. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son 
and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning, 
is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

How great are your works, | O LORD! 
Your thoughts are | very deep! 

  

Collect (spoken by pastor) 

O God, from whom all good proceeds, grant to us, Your humble servants, Your 
holy inspiration, that we may set our minds on the things that are right and, by 
Your merciful guiding, accomplish them; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
  

Gradual (sung responsively)  Psalm 34:9, 19, alt. 

Fear the LORD, | you his saints, 
     for those who fear him lack | nothing! 
Many are the afflictions of the | righteous, 
     but the LORD delivers him out | of them all. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Living as Humble Little Children of the Father 
True greatness is not self-sufficient strength, but humility like that of a little child. 
The greatness of child-like faith receives all good things as gracious gifts from our 
Father in heaven. Apart from such faith, “you will never enter the kingdom of heaven,” but 
whoever is humbled like a little child will be “the greatest in the kingdom of heaven” 
(Matt. 18:3–4). Though in our sin we deserve to be “drowned in the depth of the sea” 
(Matt. 18:6), we have instead been drowned (“buried”) with Christ in Baptism and 
then raised to the new, humble life of a child of God. The Lord sends His 
watchman to warn us with a word from His mouth, in order that we may not die in 
our iniquity, but be turned from our pride and selfishness to live (Ezek. 33:7–9). 
Thus we live in humility and faith before God as well as in love for our neighbor, 
which “is the fulfilling of the law” (Rom. 13:10). In the reverent fear of God, we do no 
harm to our neighbor, but we “pay to all what is owed to them” (Rom. 13:7) and we “owe 
no one anything, except to love each other” (Rom. 13:8). 

ORDER OF SERVICE 

Lutheran Service Book 
Divine Service-Setting Three 

page 184 and following 
———— 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

Hymn of Invocation .................... #864 
Confession and Absolution ....... p. 184 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 

 Introit ........................................ see left 
Kyrie & Gloria ...................... p. 186-187 
Salutation & Collect .................... p. 189 
Ezekiel 33:7-9 

Ezekiel Is Israel’s Watchman 

 Gradual ..................................... see left 
Romans 13:1-10 

Submission to the Authorities 

Alleluia .......................................... p. 190 
Matthew 18:1-20 

Who Is the Greatest? 
Nicene Creed ............................... p. 191 
Hymn of the Day ......................... #820 
Sermon – The One Who Needs 
                 the Most 
Offertory ....................................... p. 192 
Offering 
Prayer of the Church  

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 

Communion Liturgy ............ p. 194-198 
Distribution .................................. p. 199 

Please see communion statement above 
Distribution Hymns ..................... #629 
 .......................................................... #581 
Nunc Dimittis .............................. p. 199 
Thanksgiving ................................ p. 200 
Collect ........................................... p. 201 
Salutation & Benedicamus ......... p. 201 
Benediction................................... p. 202 
Hymn to Depart ........................... #966 

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
September 6, 2026 

Greeter — Sara Knepprath 
Elder — Mark Mathe; Usher — Jonah Marks 

Altar Guild — Elizabeth Laubenstein; Jr. Altar Guild — Kari Marks 
Cantors — Jeff Ourada & Russell Popp; Acolyte — Viktor Buchholz 

Organist — Mrs. Terry Ourada 
Pastor — Rev. Paul W. Marks 

  

  

T h e  F a m i l y  A l t a r  

Verse of the Week — Matthew 18:21-22 “Then Peter came up and said to him, ‘Lord how often 
will my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? As many as seven times?’ Jesus said to him, ‘I do not say 
to you seven times, but seventy-seven times.’” 

Hymn of the Week — LSB #501 — “Come Down, O Love Divine” 

Collect of the Week — O God, our refuge and strength, the author of all godliness, hear the devout 
prayers of Your Church, especially in times of persecution, and grant that what we ask in faith we may 
obtain; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.  

Daily Bible Readings — M: 2 Chron. 33:1-25; Col. 1:24—2:7 T: 2 Chron. 34:1-4, 8-11,  
14-33; Col. 2:8-23 W: 2 Chron. 35:1-7, 16-25; Col. 3:1-25 Th: 2 Chron. 36:1-23; Col. 4:1-18 
F: Neh. 1:1—2:10; 1 Tim. 1:1-20 Sat: Neh. 2:11-20, 4:1-6; 1 Tim. 2:1-15 Sun: Neh. 4:7-23;  
1 Tim. 3:1-16  

Preparing for Next Sunday — Lessons for Pentecost 16 (September 13): 

Genesis 50:15-21; Romans 14:1-12; Matthew 18:21-35; Psalm 103:1-12 

 

 

WE WELCOME all who gather with us around the Altar and 
Pulpit to hear the Word of God.  
IF YOU ARE VISITING this morning, we are happy that you 
could join us today. Please sign our guest book in the narthex. 
IF YOU DESIRE TO COMMUNE, please speak to the pastor 
before the service. Our altar is open to those who confess 
oneness with us in doctrine and are members in good 
standing of our congregation or sister congregations of the 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. 
 



 

  
 unless you turn and become like children, you will 

never enter the kingdom of heaven. 4 Whoever 
humbles himself like this child is the greatest in 
the kingdom of heaven. 
     5 “Whoever receives one such child in my name 
receives me, 6 but whoever causes one of 
these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would 
be better for him to have a great millstone 
fastened around his neck and to be drowned in 
the depth of the sea. 
     7 “Woe to the world for temptations to 
sin! For it is necessary that temptations come, but 
woe to the one by whom the temptation 
comes! 8 And if your hand or your foot causes you 
to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for 
you to enter life crippled or lame than with two 
hands or two feet to be thrown into the eternal 
fire. 9 And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out 
and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life 
with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown 
into the hell of fire. 
     10 “See that you do not despise one of these 
little ones. For I tell you that in heaven their 
angels always see the face of my Father who is in 
heaven. 12 What do you think? If a man has a 
hundred sheep, and one of them has gone astray, 
does he not leave the ninety-nine on the 
mountains and go in search of the one that went 
astray? 13 And if he finds it, truly, I say to you, he 
rejoices over it more than over the ninety-nine 
that never went astray. 14 So it is not the will of 
my[e] Father who is in heaven that one of these 
little ones should perish. 
     15 “If your brother sins against you, go and tell 
him his fault, between you and him alone. If he 
listens to you, you have gained your 
brother. 16 But if he does not listen, take one or 
two others along with you, that every charge may 
be established by the evidence of two or three 
witnesses. 17 If he refuses to listen to them, tell it 
to the church. And if he refuses to listen even to 
the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a 
tax collector. 18 Truly, I say to you, whatever you 
bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and 
whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in 
heaven. 19 Again I say to you, if two of you agree 
on earth about anything they ask, it will be done 
for them by my Father in heaven. 20 For where 
two or three are gathered in my name, there am I 
among them.” 

 
Scripture Quotations are from the Holy Bible, 

English Standard Version ®. 

Old Testament               Ezekiel 33:7-9 
     “So you, son of man, I have made a watchman 
for the house of Israel. Whenever you hear a word 
from my mouth, you shall give them warning from 
me. 8 If I say to the wicked, O wicked one, you 
shall surely die, and you do not speak to warn the 
wicked to turn from his way, that wicked person 
shall die in his iniquity, but his blood I will require 
at your hand. 9 But if you warn the wicked to turn 
from his way, and he does not turn from his 
way, that person shall die in his iniquity, but you 
will have delivered your soul. 
 

Epistle                         Romans 13:1-10 
     Let every person be subject to the governing 
authorities. For there is no authority except from 
God, and those that exist have been instituted by 
God. 2 Therefore whoever resists the authorities 
resists what God has appointed, and those who 
resist will incur judgment. 3 For rulers are not a 
terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you 
have no fear of the one who is in authority? Then 
do what is good, and you will receive his 
approval, 4 for he is God's servant for your good. 
But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not 
bear the sword in vain. For he is the servant of 
God, an avenger who carries out God's wrath on 
the wrongdoer. 5 Therefore one must be in 
subjection, not only to avoid God's wrath but 
also for the sake of conscience. 6 For because of 
this you also pay taxes, for the authorities are 
ministers of God, attending to this very thing. 7 Pay 
to all what is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes 
are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, 
respect to whom respect is owed, honor to whom 
honor is owed. 
     8 Owe no one anything, except to love each 
other, for the one who loves another has fulfilled 
the law. 9 For the commandments, “You shall not 
commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall 
not steal, You shall not covet,” and any other 
commandment, are summed up in this word: “You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does 
no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the 
fulfilling of the law. 
 

Holy Gospel                Matthew 18:1-20 
     At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, 
“Who is the greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven?” 2 And calling to him a child, he put him in 
the midst of them 3 and said, “Truly, I say to you, 

Today’s Scripture Readings In Our Prayers this Week— 
•September mission of the month, St. John 
Lutheran School, Sherman Center. 
•Peace among nations and safety for all in 
harm’s way. 
•The victims and families of all violence 
and disaster throughout the world. 
•Eloda Krumwiede, grandmother of 
Naomi Marks, recovering from surgery. 
•Bob Schommer, father of Michael 
Schommer, thanksgiving for continued 
healing. 
•Linda Luft, sister of Mark Mathe, for 
comfort and healing. 
•Brady Laib, brother-in-law of Aaron 
Buchholz, recovering from surgery. 
•Liam Reznik, grandson of Dave & 
Roxanne Taylor, continuing health issues. 
•Sherri Knorr, friend of Emmanuel 
members, health concerns. 
•All expectant mothers, including Michelle 
and Hayley. 
•All who are battling cancer: 
 - Jessica Dolezal 
 - Norm Taylor 
 - Jan Klug 
 - Jan Kopeke  
 - Debi Verhage, daughter of Ruth 

McKenna 
 - Dylan Martin, nephew of Chris and 

Mandy Neumann 
 - Jayne Cotter 
 - Rev. Brad Birtell, brother of Amy 

Assmann 
 - Gloria, friend of Chris Born 
 - Connie Kilb, friend of Lori Cline 
Please also keep in prayer 
—our Seminarian Andrew Harrill; 
—Rev. Nathan Meador, our district 
president; 
—Matthew Harrison, synod president;  
—the members, officers and organizations 
of Emmanuel; 
—our circuit congregation, St. John in 
Sherman Center and Rev. Christopher 
Gillespie; 
—our Missionary Rev. James May and 
his family in Africa; and 
—our shut-in Members, Donna Bloedel 

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY 
AFTER PENTECOST 

“Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.” 
Matthew 18:4 
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