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Old Testament               Isaiah 51:1–6 
 1“Listen to me, you who pursue 
righteousness, 
 you who seek the LORD: 
look to the rock from which you were hewn, 
 and to the quarry from which you were dug. 
2Look to Abraham your father 
 and to Sarah who bore you; 
for he was but one when I called him, 
 that I might bless him and multiply him. 
3For the LORD comforts Zion; 
 he comforts all her waste places 
and makes her wilderness like Eden, 
 her desert like the garden of the LORD; 
joy and gladness will be found in her, 
 thanksgiving and the voice of song. 
4“Give attention to me, my people, 
 and give ear to me, my nation; 
for a law will go out from me, 
 and I will set my justice for a light to the 
peoples. 
5My righteousness draws near, 
 my salvation has gone out, 
 and my arms will judge the peoples; 
the coastlands hope for me, 
 and for my arm they wait. 
6Lift up your eyes to the heavens, 
 and look at the earth beneath; 
for the heavens vanish like smoke, 
 the earth will wear out like a garment, 
 and they who dwell in it will die in like 
manner; 
but my salvation will be forever, 
 and my righteousness will never be 
dismayed.” 

 
Epistle                   Romans 11:33—12:8 
 33Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and 
knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his 
judgments and how inscrutable his ways! 

34“For who has known the mind of the Lord, 
 or who has been his counselor?” 
35“Or who has given a gift to him 
 that he might be repaid?” 

36For from him and through him and to him are 
all things. To him be glory forever. Amen. 
 1I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the 
mercies of God, to present your bodies as a 

living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, 
which is your spiritual worship. 2Do not be 
conformed to this world, but be transformed by 
the renewal of your mind, that by testing you 
may discern what is the will of God, what is 
good and acceptable and perfect. 
 3For by the grace given to me I say to 
everyone among you not to think of himself 
more highly than he ought to think, but to think 
with sober judgment, each according to the 
measure of faith that God has assigned. 4For as 
in one body we have many members, and the 
members do not all have the same function, 5so 
we, though many, are one body in Christ, and 
individually members one of another. 6Having 
gifts that differ according to the grace given to 
us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to 
our faith; 7if service, in our serving; the one who 
teaches, in his teaching; 8the one who exhorts, 
in his exhortation; the one who contributes, in 
generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the one 
who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness. 
 
Holy Gospel             Matthew 16:13–20 
  13Now when Jesus came into the district of 
Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who 
do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14And 
they said, “Some say John the Baptist, others say 
Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the 
prophets.” 15He said to them, “But who do you 
say that I am?” 16Simon Peter replied, “You are 
the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 17And 
Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon 
Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed 
this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. 
18And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock 
I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall 
not prevail against it. 19I will give you the keys 
of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you 
bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and 
whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in 
heaven.” 20Then he strictly charged the disciples 
to tell no one that he was the Christ. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, 
English Standard Version®. 

Today’s Scripture Readings 

“He said to them, ‘But who do you say that I am?’ Simon Peter 
replied, ‘You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.’” 

Matthew 16:15-16 

In Our Prayers this Week— 
• August mission of the month, A Place of 
Refuge. 

• Peace among nations and safety for all in the 
Middle East. 

• The victims and families of all violence and 
disaster throughout the world. 

• Those affected by the tornado in the Fox 
Valley and all who are responding to the 
disaster. 

• The family and friends of Dan Heidemann, 
brother of Sandy Korb, who mourn his death. 

• Eloda Krumwiede, grandmother of Naomi 
Marks, recovering after hospitalization. 

• Jack Huber, nephew of Pastor and Naomi, 
recovering from surgery. 

• Bob Schommer, father of Michael Schommer, 
thanksgiving for continued healing. 

• Linda Luft, sister of Mark Mathe, for 
comfort and healing. 

• Jroum Usby, cousin of Dan Niedfeldt, 
recovering from surgery. 

• Brady Laib, brother-in-law of Aaron 
Buchholz, recovering from surgery. 

• Liam Reznik, grandson of Dave & Roxanne 
Taylor, continuing health issues. 

• Sherri Knorr, friend of Emmanuel members, 
health concerns. 

• All expectant mothers, including Hayley and 
Michelle. 

• All who are battling cancer: 
 - Jessica Dolezal 
 - Norm Taylor 
 - Jan Klug 
 - Jan Kopeke  
 - Debi Verhage, daughter of Ruth McKenna 
 - Dylan Martin, nephew of Chris and Mandy 

Neumann 
 - Jayne Cotter 
 - Rev. Brad Birtell, brother of Amy Assmann 
 - Gloria, friend of Chris Born 
 - Connie Kilb, friend of Lori Cline 
Please also keep in prayer 
—our Seminarian Andrew Harrill; 
—Rev. Nathan Meador, our district president; 
—Matthew Harrison, synod president;  
—the members, officers and organizations of 
Emmanuel; 
—our circuit congregation, St. John in 
Plymouth and Revs. John Schultz & Andrew 
Thompson; 
—our Missionary Rev. James May and his 
family in Africa; and 
—our shut-in Members, Donna Bloedel 



 WE WELCOME all who gather with us around the Altar and 
Pulpit to hear the Word of God.  
IF YOU ARE VISITING this morning, we are happy that you 
could join us today. Please sign our guest book in the narthex. 
IF YOU DESIRE TO COMMUNE, please speak to the pastor 
before the service. Our altar is open to those who confess 
oneness with us in doctrine and are members in good standing 
of our congregation or sister congregations of the Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod. 

YOUNG CHILDREN are always welcome in our service. Jesus said, “Let the little 
children come to me…” Activity bags are available in the narthex. 
NEED ASSISTANCE with anything? Please speak to the pastor or the usher. 
RESTROOMS are available in the back of the church or in the education wing. 

We pray that you feel welcome in our congregation, that you are blessed 
by the service, and that you will come again. 

T H E  F A M I L Y  A L T A R  
Verse of the Week — Matthew 16:26 “For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole 
world and forfeits his life? Or what shall a man give in return for his life?” 

Hymn of the Week — LSB #531 — “Hail, Thou Once Despised Jesus” 

Collect of the Week — Almighty God, Your Son willingly endured the agony and shame of the 
cross for our redemption. Grant us courage to take up our cross daily and follow Him wherever He leads; 
through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.  

Daily Bible Readings — M: 1 Kings 16:29—17:24; 2 Cor. 9:1-15 T:  1 Kings 18:1-19; 
Eph. 1:1-23 W: 1 Kings 18:20-40; Eph. 2:1-22 Th: 1 Kings 19:1-21; Eph. 3:1-21 F: 2 Kings 2:1
-18; Eph. 4:1-24 Sat: 2 Kings 2:19-25, 4:1-7 Sun: 2 Kings 4:8-22, 32-37; Eph. 5:15-33 

Preparing for Next Sunday — Lessons for Pentecost 14 (August 30): 
Jeremiah 15:15-21; Romans 12:9-21; Matthew 16:21-28; Psalm 26 

Introit (sung responsively after confession & absolution)  Psalm 2:6-7; 117 antiphon: Psalm 115:18 

 
 
 
 

 
But we will | bless the LORD 
     from this time forth and forevermore. | Praise the LORD! 
As for me, I have | set my King 
     on Zion, my | holy hill. 
I will tell of | the decree: 
     The LORD said to me, “You are my Son; today I have be- | gotten you.” 
Praise the LORD, all | nations! 
     Extol him, all | peoples! 
For great is his steadfast | love toward us, 
     and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever. | Praise the LORD! 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son 
     and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning, 
     is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
But we will | bless the LORD 
     from this time forth and forevermore. | Praise the LORD! 
 

Collect (spoken by pastor) 

Almighty God, whom to know is everlasting life, grant us to know Your Son, 
Jesus, to be the way, the truth, and the life that we may boldly confess Him to be 
the Christ and steadfastly walk in the way that leads to life eternal; through the 
same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
 

Gradual (sung responsively)  Psalm 34:9, 19, alt. 

Fear the LORD, | you his saints, 
     for those who fear him lack | nothing! 
Many are the afflictions of the | righteous, 
     but the LORD delivers him out | of them all. 

ORDER OF SERVICE 

The Lord Jesus Christ is the 
Son of the Living God 

 

esus asked His disciples: “But who do you say that I am?” The question is also put 
to us: “Who do you say that He is?” Flesh and blood do not reveal this to us, 
but by the Ministry of the Gospel the Father in heaven reveals His Son to us 
on earth, who has become flesh and suffered death for our salvation. Thus we 

believe and confess that He is “the Christ, the Son of the living God” (Matt 16:16). As He 
died for our transgressions and was raised for our justification, He looses us from all 
our sins and preserves our life within His Church, against which even “the gates of hell 
shall not prevail” (Matt. 16:18–19). His salvation is forever, and His righteousness “will 
never be dismayed” (Is. 51:6). He comforts us with the Gospel in His Church, so that 
“joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the voice of song” (Is. 51:3). Therefore, 
“according to the measure of faith that God has assigned” (Rom. 12:3), we also offer 
ourselves “as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God” (Rom. 12:1) through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. 

THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
August 23, 2026 

Greeters — Jean Estrello & June Fischer 
Elder — Todd Graf; Usher — Andy Schmitt 

Altar Guild — Chris Born; Jr. Altar Guild — Kari Marks  
Cantor — Russell Popp; Acolyte — Viktor Buchholz 

Organist — Mrs. Terry Ourada; Instrumentalists—The Heimer Family 
Pastor — Rev. Paul W. Marks 

The flowers in church today are given in loving memory of Brian H. Marks, 
by his wife, Lois, son and daughter-in-law, Paul and Naomi, 

and grandchildren, Jonah, Betsy, Tim, Kari, Greta, Isaac, Charlie and Frieda. 

 

 

Lutheran Service Book 
Divine Service-Setting Three 

page 184 and following 
———— 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

Hymn of Invocation ................... #902 
Confession and Absolution ...... p. 184 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 

 Introit ...................................... see left 
Kyrie & Gloria .................... p. 186-187 
Salutation & Collect ................... p. 189 
Isaiah 51:1-6 
    The Lord’s Comfort for Zion 

 Gradual ................................... see left 
Romans 11:33—12:8 
    Gifts of Grace 

Alleluia ......................................... p. 190 
Matthew 16:13-20 
    Peter Confesses Jesus as the Christ 

Nicene Creed .............................. p. 191 
Hymn of the Day ........................ #645 
Sermon  ..................................................  

Reception of New Member 
Offertory ...................................... p. 192 
Offering 
Prayer of the Church  

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 

Communion Liturgy .......... p. 194-198 
Distribution ................................. p. 199 

Please see communion statement above 
Distribution Hymns .................... #570 
 ........................................................ #761 
 ........................................................ #575 
Nunc Dimittis ............................. p. 199 
Thanksgiving ............................... p. 200 
Collect  ......................................... p. 201 
Salutation & Benedicamus ........ p. 201 
Benediction.................................. p. 202 
Hymn to Depart .......................... #818 


