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In Our Prayers this Week— 
• July mission of the month, Concordia 
Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne, IN 
and seminarian Andrew Harrill. 

• Peace among nations and safety for all in the 
Middle East. 

• The victims and families of all violence and 
disaster throughout the world. 

• The family and friends of Alice Denhardt, 
who mourn her death. 

• The family and friends of Daryl Grimm, 
brother of Bunnie Grisar, who mourn his 
death. 

• Luke Konkel and Christ LC, Clinton, WI, 
as they begin ministering together. 

• Suzanne Ponath, recovering at home. 
• Jroum Usby, cousin of Dan Niedfeldt, 
recovering from surgery. 

• Brady Laib, brother in law of Aaron 
Buchholz, hospitalized. 

• Liam Reznik, grandson of Dave & 
Roxanne Taylor, continuing health issues. 

• Sherri Knorr, friend of Emmanuel members, 
health concerns. 

• All expectant mothers, including Hayley and 
Michelle. 

• All who are battling cancer: 
 - Jessica Dolezal 
 - Norm Taylor 
 - Jan Klug 
 - Jan Kopeke  
 - Debi Verhage, daughter of Ruth McKenna 
 - Dylan Martin, nephew of Chris and Mandy 

Neumann 
 - Jayne Cotter 
 - Rev. Brad Birtell, brother of Amy Assmann 
 - Gloria, friend of Chris Born 
 - Connie Kilb, friend of Lori Cline 
Please also keep in prayer 
—our Seminarian Andrew Harrill; 
—Rev. Nathan Meador, our district president; 
—Matthew Harrison, synod president;  
—the members, officers and organizations of 
Emmanuel; 
—our circuit congregation, St. Paul in Cascade 
and Rev. Richard Bidinger; 
—our Missionary Rev. Tyler McMiller and 
his family in Italy and Southern Europe; and 
—our Missionary Rev. James May and his 
family in Africa; and 
—our shut-in Members, Donna Bloedel 

OLD TESTAMENT             Isaiah 55:10-13 
10 “For as the rain and the snow come down 
from heaven 
     and do not return there but water the 
 earth, 
making it bring forth and sprout, 
      giving seed to the sower and bread to the 
 eater, 
11 so shall my word be that goes out from my 
mouth; 
       it shall not return to me empty, 
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 
       and shall succeed in the thing for which 
 I sent it. 
12 “For you shall go out in joy 
     and be led forth in peace; 
the mountains and the hills before you 
     shall break forth into singing, 
     and all the trees of the field shall clap 
 their hands. 
13 Instead of the thorn shall come up the 
cypress; 
     instead of the brier shall come up the 
 myrtle; 
and it shall make a name for the Lord, 
     an everlasting sign that shall not be cut 
 off.” 
 
EPISTLE                         Romans 8:12-17 
   So then, brothers, we are debtors, not 
to the flesh, to live according to the 
flesh. 13 For if you live according to the flesh 
you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to 
death the deeds of the body, you will 
live. 14 For all who are led by the Spirit of 
God are sons of God. 15 For you did not 
receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into 
fear, but you have received the Spirit 
of adoption as sons, by whom we 
cry, “Abba! Father!” 16 The Spirit himself 
bears witness with our spirit that we are 
children of God, 17 and if children, 
then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs 
with Christ, provided we suffer with him in 
order that we may also be glorified with him.  

HOLY GOSPEL        Matthew 13:1–9, 18-23 
 That same day Jesus went out of the 
house and sat beside the sea. 2 And great 
crowds gathered about him, so that he got 
into a boat and sat down. And the whole 
crowd stood on the beach. 3 And he told 
them many things in parables, saying: “A 
sower went out to sow. 4 And as he sowed, 
some seeds fell along the path, and the birds 
came and devoured them. 5 Other seeds fell 
on rocky ground, where they did not have 
much soil, and immediately they sprang up, 
since they had no depth of soil, 6 but when 
the sun rose they were scorched. And since 
they had no root, they withered away. 7 Other 
seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew 
up and choked them. 8 Other seeds fell on 
good soil and produced grain, some a 
hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9 He 
who has ears, let him hear.”  
 18 “Hear then the parable of the 
sower: 19 When anyone hears the word of the 
kingdom and does not understand it, the evil 
one comes and snatches away what has been 
sown in his heart. This is what was sown 
along the path. 20 As for what was sown on 
rocky ground, this is the one who hears the 
word and immediately receives it with 
joy, 21 yet he has no root in himself, 
but endures for a while, and when tribulation 
or persecution arises on account of the word, 
immediately he falls away. 22 As for what was 
sown among thorns, this is the one who 
hears the word, but the cares of the world 
and the deceitfulness of riches choke the 
word, and it proves unfruitful. 23 As for what 
was sown on good soil, this is the one who 
hears the word and understands it. He 
indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a 
hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another 
thirty.”  

 
 
 

Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, 
English Standard Version®. 

Today’s Scripture Readings 

And as he sowed, some seeds fell along the path...other seeds fell on 
rocky ground...other seeds fell among thorns...other seeds fell on good 

soil and produced grain. 

Matthew 13:4, 5, 7, 8 



 WE WELCOME all who gather with us around the Altar and 
Pulpit to hear the Word of God.  
IF YOU ARE VISITING this morning, we are happy that you 
could join us today. Please sign our guest book in the narthex. 
IF YOU DESIRE TO COMMUNE, please speak to the pastor 
before the service. Our altar is open to those who confess 
oneness with us in doctrine and are members in good standing 
of our congregation or sister congregations of the Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod. 

YOUNG CHILDREN are always welcome in our service. Jesus said, “Let the little 
children come to me…” Activity bags are available in the narthex. 
NEED ASSISTANCE with anything? Please speak to the pastor or the usher. 
RESTROOMS are available in the back of the church or in the education wing. 

We pray that you feel welcome in our congregation, that you are blessed 
by the service, and that you will come again. 

T H E  F A M I L Y  A L T A R  
Verse of the Week — Matthew 13:43 “Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the 
kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him hear.” 

Hymn of the Week — LSB #892 — “Come, Ye Thankful People Come” 

Collect of the Week — O God, so rule and govern our hearts and minds by Your Holy 
Spirit that, ever mindful of Your final judgment, we may be stirred up to holiness of living here and 
dwell with You in perfect joy hereafter; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Daily Bible Readings — M: Judg. 13:1-25; Gal. 2:1-21 T: Judg. 14:1-20; Gal. 3:1-22 
W: Judg. 15:1-16:3; Gal. 3:23-4:11 Th: Judg. 16:4-30; Gal. 4:12-31 F: 1 Sam. 1:1-20; Gal. 
5:1-26 Sat: 1 Sam. 1:21-2:17; Gal. 6:1-18 Sun: 1 Sam. 2:18-36; Acts 15:22-41 

Preparing for Next Sunday — Lessons for Pentecost 8 (July 19): 
Isaiah 44:16-8; Romans 8:18-27; Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43; Psalm 119:57-64 

Introit (sung responsively after confession & absolution)  Psalm 91:2, 9-10; antiphon: v. 1 

 
 
 
 

The Lord is merciful and | gracious, 
  slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love. 
As for man, his days | are like grass; 
  he flourishes like a flower | of the field; 
for the wind passes over it, and |it is gone, 
  and its place knows | it no more. 
But the steadfast love of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting on 
those who |fear him, 
  and his righteousness to children’s | children, 
to those who keep his | covenant 
  and remember to do his com- | mandments. 
The Lord has established his throne in the | heavens, 
  and his kingdom rules | over all. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son 
  and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning, 
  is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
The Lord is merciful and | gracious, 
  slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love. 
 

Collect (spoken by pastor) 

Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our 
learning, grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest 
them that we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
  

Gradual (sung responsively)  Romans 11:33, 36 

Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowl- | edge of God!* 
How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable | his ways! 

For from him and through him and to him are | all things.* 
To him be glory forever. | Amen. 

ORDER OF SERVICE 

Lutheran Service Book 
Divine Service-Setting Four 

page 203 and following 
———— 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

Hymn of Invocation ................... #894 
Confession and Absolution ...... p. 203 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 

 Introit ...................................... see left 
Kyrie & Gloria ............................ p. 204 
Salutation & Collect ................... p. 205 
Isaiah 55:10-13 
    The Compassion of the Lord 

 Gradual ................................... see left 
Romans 8:12-17 
    Heirs with Christ 
Alleluia ......................................... p. 205 
Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
    The Parable of the Sower 
Hymn of the Day ........................ #577 
Sermon  ........................... Be Generous 
Nicene Creed .............................. p. 206 
Prayer of the Church  
Offering 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 

Communion Liturgy .......... p. 208-210 
Distribution ................................. p. 210 

Please see communion statement above 
Distribution Hymns .................... #770 
 ........................................................ #582 
 ........................................................ #641 
Nunc Dimittis ............................. p. 211 
Collect  ......................................... p. 212 
Benedicamus ............................... p. 212 
Benediction ................................. p. 212 
Hymn to Depart .......................... #655 
 

The Preaching of the Word of Christ Bears 
the Good Fruits of Faith and Love 

 

s “the rain and the snow come down from heaven” and “water the earth, making it 
bring forth and sprout” (Is. 55:10), so the Word of God accomplishes the 
purpose for which He speaks it, granting joy and peace through the 
forgiveness of sins and producing the fruits of faith and love in those who 

are called by His name. Christ Jesus, the incarnate Word, has established the 
name of the Lord as “an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off” (Is. 55:13). He opens 
our ears to hear, our minds to understand and our hearts to believe His Word, 
lest the evil one come and snatch it away. He thus transforms our rocky hearts 
into good soil, which clings to the Gospel and “indeed bears fruit” (Matt. 13:23). He 
is Himself the firstfruits of all who “have received the Spirit of adoption as sons” (Rom. 
8:15). Thus being “led by the Spirit of God,” we are not afraid, but we cry out in 
faith to our Father in heaven (Rom. 8:14–15). For as we suffer with Christ, the 
beloved Son, so shall we “also be glorified with him” (Rom. 8:17). 

SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
July 12, 2026 

Greeter — Betty Schmoock 
Elder — Andy Schmitt; Usher — Ted Westerman 

Altar Guild — Elizabeth Laubenstein; Jr. Altar Guild — Jordyn Schultz  
Cantor—Jeff Ourada; Acolyte — Tim Marks 

Organist — Mrs. Terry Ourada 
Pastor — Rev. Paul W. Marks 

 

 


